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About Vidi
Vidi is an application that lets you view and record video on your Mac
using any FireWire DV device.
When used with a Formac Studio DV, Studio DV/TV or StudioTVR device,
Vidi lets you select the input source, change channels and adjust picture
settings. Vidi also includes a control palette for changing channels and
adjusting picture settings while the Studio device is being used with other
applications, such as QuickTime Broadcaster or iMovie.
Vidi can record in the background, but you can also use Vidi to watch video
at full size and full frame rate as it is being recorded.
You can use Vidi to schedule recordings in advance. Vidi will perform the
recordings at the scheduled times, as long as you're not logged out.
If your Studio DV/TV has an FM tuner, you can also use Vidi to listen to
and record FM radio.

System requirements
Vidi requires Mac OS X 10.2.8 or later, a FireWire-equipped Mac and a DV
device. Certain features of Vidi require a Formac Studio DV, Studio DV/TV
or StudioTVR device.

About this release
While there are no known bugs in this version of Vidi which compromise
the integrity of your data, software or hardware, there is no guarantee that
no such bugs exist.
See the Release Notes below for a list of what's new in this version.

Using Vidi
The first time you use Vidi, it imports the TV channels you have defined in
Formac StudioTVR, if there are any (note that Vidi does not import
channels from previous versions of Formac's software, so you may want to
upgrade to StudioTVR before using Vidi for the first time).
Defining channels (Studio DV/TV and StudioTVR only). You can add,
remove and change TV channels in Vidi's settings drawer, which can be
opened by clicking the settings icon at the bottom right hand corner of
Vidi's window.
You can set the volume for each channel separately using the volume slider
on the settings drawer. You can also assign to the selected channel a key on
the numeric keypad. You can re-order the channels by dragging channels
up and down in the list. This affects the order when using the arrow keys to
change channels.
S-Video and Composite inputs (Studio devices only). If your Studio device
includes a tuner, you can define channels that use the video inputs by
choosing S-Video or Composite from the Input pop-up menu on the
settings drawer. If you have a Studio DV model without a tuner, the SVideo and Composite inputs are pre-defined, and you can switch between
them as described under "changing channels" below.
Changing channels (Studio devices only). When the settings drawer is
closed, you can choose which channel to watch from the pop-up menu at
the bottom of the window. You can also change channels using the left and
right arrow keys, and you can switch directly to a channel by pressing the
key assigned to it on the numeric keypad. To assign a key to the current
channel when the settings drawer is closed, hold down the Shift key and
press the digit key (between 1 and 9) on the numeric keypad you want to
assign to the channel. Finally, you can always switch between the last two
channels watched by pressing the Enter key on the numeric keypad.

Master volume control. Vidi's master volume control is located at the
bottom of the window and affects all channels uniformly. You can use the
up and down arrow keys to change the master volume. To mute Vidi, click
the speaker icon on the bottom left hand corner of the window, or press
the 0 key on the numeric keypad.
Full screen mode. To enter full screen mode, choose Full Screen from the
Video menu or press Command-F. In full screen mode, you can change
channels and volume using the keyboard, or using the pop-up controls,
which appear when you move the mouse down to the bottom of the
screen. To exit full screen mode, click the window icon on the pop-up, press
the Escape key, or press Command-F. Note: When Vidi is in full screen
mode, the screen saver is disabled.
Window size. When you resize Vidi's window, the video maintains a 4:3
aspect ratio (you can change this to 16:9 using the Aspect Ratio submenu of
the Video menu). To override the aspect ratio constraint, hold down the
Shift key while resizing. To resize in multiples of ! of normal size, hold
down the Option key while resizing. You can change the video to normal
size or half size using the appropriate commands from the Video menu.
Floating window. To make Vidi's window float above other windows,
check the Float Vidi window option in Vidi's preferences window.
Recording. To record immediately, choose Record from the File menu,
press Command-S or click the Record button at the bottom of Vidi's
window. Video will be recorded to a file called "Vidi YYYY-MM-DD HHMM-SS.dv" (where YYYY-MM-DD HH-MM-SS are the date and time when
recording started) in the folder specified in Vidi's preferences window.
To record to a file with a different name or in a different folder, choose
Record As... from the File menu, press Command-Shift-S, or Option-click
the Record button.
To stop recording, choose Stop Recording from the File menu or click the
Record button. To stop recording immediately, Option-click the Record
button. You can quit Vidi while it is recording and continue the recording in
the background for a time you specify. You can re-open Vidi at any time to
watch the video being recorded and to stop the recording anytime.

Scheduled recording. To schedule a recording for a later time, choose
Recording Schedule from the Vidi menu or press Command-Shift-R. Click
the Add button, fill in the date and time when you want the recording to
start and the time you want it to stop (you can record for 24 hours at most)
and choose the channel you want to record from. You can specify a file to
record to. If you don't specify a file, Vidi will record to a file called "Vidi
YYYY-MM-DD HH-MM-SS.dv" (where YYYY-MM-DD HH-MM-SS are the
date and time when recording has started) in the folder specified in Vidi's
preferences window. Instead of entering a date, you can choose that the
recording will occur every week or every day.
Splitting recorded movies into files smaller than 2GB. Some applications
cannot handle DV files larger than 2GB. If the Split saved movies into 2GB
files option in Vidi's preferences window is checked (or if the Split into 2GB
files option is checked when scheduling a recording), Vidi will record to a
series of files, each smaller than 2GB.
Using Vidi with other applications. Vidi includes a status menu and a
control palette that let you monitor and control the DV device when it's
used with other applications, such as QuickTime Broadcaster or iMovie. The
system-wide Vidi status menu appears in the right side of the menu bar
and has an icon like this: . If the status menu does not appear, check the
Show status in menu bar option in Vidi's preferences window.
The status menu's icon changes to reflect the status of Vidi as follows:
– the DV device is disconnected, powered off, or unsupported by this
version of Vidi.
– the DV device is connected. You can use Vidi or any other application
that uses the device. If the device is a Studio device, you can use the control
palette (see later).
– Vidi is scheduled to record later. You can use Vidi or any other
application that uses the DV device. If the device is a Studio device, you can
use the control palette (see later). If you are using the DV device with an
application other than Vidi, you should remember to close that application
before the time when recording is scheduled to start, otherwise you will see
a message that recording was cancelled due to the device being in use by
the other application.
– Manual recording is in progress. Recording will continue until you
open Vidi and stop it. You cannot use the DV device with other applications

and you cannot use the control palette.
– Scheduled recording is in progress. Recording will stop according to
the schedule. You can open Vidi to watch what's being recorded and to stop
the recording, if you like, anytime. You cannot use the DV device with
other applications and you cannot use the control palette.
The control palette (Studio devices only). When Vidi is not open and not
recording in the background, you can choose Show Control Palette from
Vidi's status menu. The control palette allows you to change channels and
adjust picture settings while the Studio device is being used to capture
video by applications other than Vidi, such as QuickTime Broadcaster or
iMovie.
FM Radio (Studio DV/TV models with FM tuner). To listen to FM radio
stations, choose Radio from the File menu (note: this option is available
only if your Studio DV/TV supports it). You can tune in to any frequency
using the small up and down arrows beside the frequency field or by
entering it directly. You can also tune into preset stations by choosing from
the station pop up menu or using the big left and right arrows. In order to
add, change or delete preset stations, choose Edit Stations from the station
pop up menu or click the green zoom button. Click the zoom button again
to return to preset selection mode.
FM recording (Studio DV/TV models with FM tuner). FM radio recording
works like video recording (see "Recording" and "Scheduled recording"
above), except audio is recorded into AIFF files. You set the default audio
format (sample rate and sample size and optional compression) for
recordings in Vidi's Preferences window. When you schedule an audio
recording, you can set a different format for that recording.
Dock Icon Menu. Press the Vidi icon in the Dock to display a menu with
commands to switch between video and radio modes and to select radio
stations.
Note: The first time you run Vidi, it adds an item called Vidi Server to your
Login Items. The Vidi Server is required by Vidi and is responsible for the
Vidi status menu and control palette and for recording in the background.
When Vidi is not in use, the Vidi Server uses virtually no system resources.

For feedback and for further information
You can write to Mitz Pettel at vidi.feedback@mitzpettel.com if you have
questions or comments regarding Vidi.

Copyright and license
© 2003-2007 Mitz Pettel
Vidi and the documentation it comes with (the "Software") are the private
intellectual property of their author. You may use the Software as-is and
you may make and distribute copies of it, provided that the copies include
the documentation and are not modified in any way. However, you may
not sell or distribute the Software for profit, nor include it with any product
which is sold or distributed for profit, without the written consent of the
Software's author.
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